females. It appears to be the second* most fatal affection of this class ; and the deaths are 1 in 5-3 in proportion to the total diseases of the organs of digestion, and in comparison with all causes 1 in 54*78 for Leinster, 1 in 58*32 for Munster, 1 in 43*82 for Ulster, and 1 in 45*98 for Connaught; and in the country at large during the 10 years, 1 in 50*89.
The symptoms of dropsy are too obvious to permit of its having been mistaken for other diseases ; but, as has been already so frequently alluded to, it is in numerous instances but an attendant, or the sequel to other diseases, particularly of the liver, kidneys, and heart. Of these deaths 1,486 have occurred in hospitals and sanitary institutions, being to the general mortality in these establishments 1 in 27*98, and to that of the entire class of the digestive organs 1 in 1*51.
It ranks third (fever and consumption being the two first), in the deaths in public institutions, and thirteenth in the order of frequency of the entire deaths from all causes now register- think, the loss of life caused by the use of ardent spirits, within the 10 years, cannot fall short of 2,000, independent of the number of diseases induced, or rendered fatal, by its previous injurious effects upon the constitution, and the train of want, misery, sickness, and destitution, entailed upon the wretched families of those persons who were its unhappy victims. From the records furnished by the Census inquiry, it appears that this description of death increased rapidly from the year 1831 to 1839. Happily a new and better state of things has commenced, the effects of which had already began to tell, in the two last years over which this inquiry extends ; and, compared with the days of Rutty, (1772), our improvement is evident, for by the Dublin Police Report for the year 1841, it appears that there were only 880 public houses and taverns, and 112 grocers, who retail spirits by permission of the Customs, which, with 106 unlicensed houses and " grocers' shops, that retail spirits without a license," amounting in all to but 1,098, presents, in proportion to the population of the metropolis at the present day, an astonishing decrease in places of this description, since 1749. Including the cases of delirium tremens with the deaths from intemperance, during the 10 years ending 6th June 1841, it affords a proportion of 1 in 33-77 of all the total violent and sudden deaths, and 1 in 902 25 of the general mortality of the kingdom from all causes.
For the details of these deaths, and the localities where they prevailed most, see Report upon Coroners' Inquests,?the article Intemperance, pages 1. and li.
How much still remains to be effected in the cause of temperance, may be learned from the fact of 13,^04 persons, 7*544 males and 5,660 females, having been taken up for being drunk in the streets of Dublin during the year 1841. , The great majority of cases in the returns having been abstracted from the records of Coroners' Inquests, the ages are not specified. The total deaths from this cause amount to 3,508, the sexes being 100 males to 27*84 females. Of these, 526 males and 410 females, in all 936, were cases of infanticide, occurring in new-born infants, and 5 in children from the 1st to the 12th month, inclusive.
1,028 males and 260 females, having been afforded by the returns of coroners' inquests, the age at which death took place cannot be stated ; but of those whose ages are specified after the 1st year, the greatest number occurred between the 15th and 30th years, and the next most fatal period hafe been from the 30th to the 50th year. In proportion to their respective populations, this form of death has prevailed less in the rural than the civic district, as 100 of the former to 199 of the latter. This is the only cause of death not recorded by the hospital returns ; not that many of these deaths did not take place in these institutions, but 3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44 on the Tables of Deaths   Table III .?" General 
